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CARISSA BROADBENT

disgust over their lips. She rvas, in their eves, not the type r.r'ho w'as

u,orth\r of salvation.

Perhaps the 1,o111* \\'oman hoped that the candles arranged around
the altar u,ould burst to lif'e as she off'ered her god her sou]-a sign of
the sun god taking a new chosen.

But the god accepted her t'ealty -*,ith only vague disinterest. He

had been gifted thousands ol other desperate souls just like this one

todav"

No, it u,as not the voung woman u,'ho interested him.

It r,r,as the child r'vith her.

She trai led behind her sister, eves bigger, hair wilder, staring
up at the sky no matter how many times the priests hissed at her to
lorver her lashes in supplication. She listened to her sister's tearful
o|leri ngs and watched the priests' disapproving stares, and though
she was only eight years old, she unclerstood what would happe,,

after this.
She had nothir-rg to of'fer. And u,hat would a god want fiom her,

anyrvav?

Still, she reachecl into her pocket and closed her fingers around a

fragile little reminder of her home. The shape of it was burned into
her palm. She n,ithdrew it and slid her orvn off'ering across the altar:

A t'eather.

Like the girl herself, the f'eather was not remarkable. It was small,

a dull gold, bent and half'-bare from weeks of the little girl's absent-

minded grasp.

So rvh-1, did this gift-this child-capture the god's attention so?

The god's other chosen had b,een glorious men and \\/omen, flor,"'ers

piucked at the height of their splendor. This girl rvas prettl, enough,

but no great beautv. Smart enough, but no great wit. Perhaps he en-
jo-1,ed the uniquely mortal slant of her smile or the 

"vay 
her freckles

f'elI across her nose.

Or perhaps gods, like mortals, are simply mesmerized b-v their
ou,n damnation.

Because he paused then, peering through the veil between worlds,
at this little girl.

The little giri, in turn, peered back.

THE SONGB,
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protests and the priests'h
background. She lifted he

And for manyyears la
not forget what her god

heard it:
f ue you, littlz oru. Rearb

The magic came to her
heart itself. The clouds thi
One by one, the cr.rdles a

And at last, fire ipited
It took the others a mc

by the time she held the f,
in awe. Her sister watcher

The little girl did not :

sky, cheeks aching rrith h
She had finally found son

tire short, fraught [ife. Sh
avery long time. But the r

The sun god thought b'e

day. Even he could not dr

the child, but what did it
to add to his collection, h';

him and easy to put aside

the end of it all, just as all
He was right. For a tiu
But such a boring ston
This is the tale of ho*s

clau.ing for her old litb r.-
over the course ofdecade

And in the end, she tak



'req qlr,{\ P[ro,!\ ue>lesroJ aloq.&\ eql sele+ eqs 'Pue er{l ur Puv

'.tj.rto1s 1r soop aqs 'slreuro'ug uelorq ,rr:Trti;rH::r;:i*:
'Fururee.rcs I srop eqs 'slleJ euo uesor{r e .,lroq Jo ele+ aq} sr srql

' e q Pr no-/( *.,]"I"rr: SJIH 
J.::rl;

'peq sreqlo oql II€ se 1sn( 'lTe 1l Jo pua eq+

Irlun urrr{ .r\olloJ plno.,ur oqs 't,uprp tr uoq.\\ eprse lnd o1 .{sea pu€ urrq

polrns 1r uer.{^\ uor}ua}le srrl olracar o1 ,(ddeq 'uor+relloJ srq o} ppe o}

euo uesor{r roq}oue oq PIno.{\ aqs zra}}eur 1} PrP +Er{^\ }nq rPlrqr eq}

tnoqe Surur.reqc os punoJ eq +eL[.tr eqrrrsap ]ou plnoc aq ua,rg '.{ep

]eql a}.!oce peto^ep -raqloue pelrarer peq eq tqFnoq+ po8 uns eq1
'acod.tnd:se.{\ JoJ Surqcrees se.{\ eqs pro.\\ eql tng 'eturl 3uo1 ,(:a,t e

rol srq] aqrrrsep 01 .{\oq .\\oul 1ou plno.&\ aqs 'aJIT +q8ne.r3 '}roqs el1
-uo rorl Surseqc uaoq peq oqs +eq+ Furqlauros punoJ .(11eug peq oqs
'poF req Jo a^ol eql qlr.&\ urre.{\ pue ur-r8 req r{ll,{\ Surgce sleeqc !fts
eql ]e dn pe-re1s 1sn( eqg 'rueq+ Jo -{ue aas }ou p}p 1;rF e1nrl eql

'lualrs '.pa^a-epr.\\ 'peqrle.\\ ralsrs reH 'a^{e ur

.Surdse8 ara.u slserrd eql rspueq raq ur etueLJ er{} pleq eqs eult eqt -{q

tng 'Surueddeq se,tr 1eq.{\ ezr[eer ol lueuroru e sroq]o oq] Ioo] ]I
'ur1ed pa.(e1ds req ur palru8r orrJ '+sel }e puv

'etueu 01 peruossolq relle eq] punore selpuec eql 'euo ,(q eug
'ereJ req uo ]oq lqSrluns pa.(auoq aql 'peuurq] spnolc eqJ Jlestr }rear{
req uor., lqFrerls paurnq 1l Jl sV ',{1rsee os reLI o} eruer crFeru eg1

'gttur1 Lnoh yo qruv 'alto zflll 'tto/i aar 1
:11 Preorl

aqs elurl 1sr5 aql e>H PePunos ecro^ s,poS "req 1eq.a 1eoq.ro3 10u

plno.&\ plrqc or{}.-serrn}uer /sepecap--ra}e1 sree.( {ueur -ro.1 puy
','b1s eq+ o1 urqr req peurl eqg 'puno,r81ceq

eql ur urnq .,{zeq e o}ur pepe3 .Surprqc qsreq ,s1ser-rd eq} pue s1se1o-rd

s.lelsrs reH -{e,tre .req Fur"88e:p 'sur:e roLI Jo ploq loo} ,{eq; 'see1d

.?urdee.t s,relsrs rer{ Jo pe-rr} .,ta;r8 slserrd eq+ 'punorF{req eqt uI

trNOJS dO JUVAH IIHJ ry OUITIDNOS IIHJ

isPIro, -== : . :.

.ilJLlr \.:-

srJI\')r' -

-uJall -J -.-.
'qo:no',t:..1::..: '

sJJ\\OLr U:Ur ..:

i,os uonLr:1 '- -

-lUJSqE .. ,,- .

:JErIe JLlr -{ :

olur PJUJ r' : - ,'

e PUno.lE i.:- '

iJaL[ uro.r,] lu! -. -

uedderi 1,1n,

qSnoLlr pur: .;,. . . '
In lJPel s,.r;.i -

01 JJI]',lu lr'..{ -'-

Sur.rels .r.r .

'urq Persarrr

euo srql oIII $n( s[n<E arE

eH'lseJelursrp en.?e,r,{u

3o uFrs €-lnos req po8 raq

puno.re peFuerJe sefprre:, a

se/!{ oq1\^ edr(1 eqr lou sai



a

,lt

lNO JUVd

a

,a

ln

a'



cr8eru srrl Jo q+rure 
^ 

eql +IeJ p.I acurs ree,( e ueq+ erow 's.rer(erd ,(tu

Pare^ sue P€q snxoJlv ecurs 1r\ou ree.{e ueql eJoru ueeq Peq 1I lng
'rrurld ,f1+ueps rurq peSSeq I qqt fut 'aroa11

'eru uasoqc ecuo p€q oqrr,r. poF er{l roJ peqceeg 'Fur

-r{leerq se errr roJ rfirsee s€ euroc ecuo peq leq1 crFeur arp roJ per{ceer

I xoog eq+ o+uo .(poleur e peddr-rp poolq se qlee+ pa11r.rF qFnorq+

padecse qleerq .{1eqs V 'sreq eql qFnolql peurerls tu;e -(141

'teql uo .re3 os 1e.8 sz(ezrtle ppoc

I 'alrrus -reFFrq e pue sa-(e F1q q+1rn 1.nF e.rrdure.,r. € 'eur uro{ eruoc o+ 1r

pepedxa -re.rau rlelrugep ,,(eq1 'uns ayl-{ rog pe-rede-rd elrnb re,reu

e-rerta se.ndrue1 'araq Jo lno ,(e-a,r. {ur peurnq e^eq ppoc 1 'urpd ,(ur

ur uns er{+ Jo rarr,rod eql Peuoluluns e^ Plnoc I 'ecuo 'll€ +e elPuec

eq+ pepeeu e.1\eq ue a +uplno.^ I 'ecuo 'crFeur peqsrururp fur qlr.Lr

'1r^.ou uele elelndrueu o1 qSnoue Frq eureg € e,{eq ppo.Aa I ueql pue

'sur€lrnc eql ueq+ pue 'dn o.3 ppozr,r. elpu€c eql pue '1.reds eu6
'1-reds eug

'Poolq PerrP
-8uo1 q+rzrl ilnp ^lou 1nq ueer8 ecuo 'urelrnc le^le ,&reaq e ol esolc

,tlsnorrece.rd ser* q 'uroor eqlJo eprs elrsoddo er{l uo looq e uo.r3 pelF

-u€P 1€q1 uraluel Peleoc-qe^ qoc e urql^^/{1snp Pue Pe>looJc Pools

3NO UAJdVHf

g--'-:F-:.{F{-

{

t



CARISSA BROADBENT

at mv fingertips. Each attempt opened burns instead, as if to mock

rne: lYlh,tt el.tc )oct the .,Lttt /trtte to qfier tt t)tuttp|re?

Tonight \\,as no different.
I tried untiJ my bodv gave out on me. Then I collapsed.

I pressed my lbrehead against the bars, shutting my eves against

fhe sting of tears and blood. Ir.vas covered in it. Alot of itr'vas mine,

but not all. The soldiers lrom the House of Shadou'iiad killed a mer-

chant, too, when they came for me. I relived the look on the merchanl's

face as ttre Shadowborn arro\\,had pierced his throat, the r'vav the sol-

diers had casuallv tossed hi-" bod-v aside as thet descended upor-t -e.
He'd been kinder to me than I deserved. Mal,be he took pity on me, a

dirtv, brol<en-down traveler in the middle of nowhere.

Hou, had thev fbund rne'/ I'd been on mv own for rnonths nog,,

and I was so careful to leave as little a trail as possible. Of the three

vampire kingdoms, the House of Shados'had the greatest mastery

of spvcraft. They dealt in secrets, emotions, knowledge. If an-rrone

could rool out a single criminal, I supposed the Shadowborn r'vere

best equipped lbr it.
But I'd still been miles away from the border of the House of

Shadort'. And I rvas just one girl. Thev came for me like they knew

exactly rvhere I'd be.

Then again, I rvasn't "just" anvthing. I had mr-rrderecl a prince ol
the House of Shadolv.

I wasn't stupid. I knew itr.r,ould catch up to me eventuallv. That
rvas why I'd left the House of Night, wasn't it? To shield my friends

fiom the consequences of my actions.

At least there was that.
i\1-r, head s\\/am. NIal.be from the blood loss. X1a3,.be not.

I chol.,ed back a sob ancl slipped my hand into mv pocket. It rvas

empt-v, as I knew it r.r,ould be. The Shadowborn soldiers had tal<en all
m1,, possessions. I'd been half-conscious as they rurnmaged through
them, their magic binding my thoughts, but I still had almost man-

aged to reach out as they took Raihn's letters.

Raihn's unopened letters.

He had sent me so many of them. Orava sent a few, too. The-v'd

come to me if I rvas close enough to the capital of the House of Night,
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10 CARISSA BROADBENT

Her voice was flawless, melodic, and for those two syllables,

it was the most entrancing thing I had ever heard. My body was

broken. And yet, at her command, I pante? to stand. No other pos-

si-bility existed, every alternate snipped away like branches from
a vine.

I was on my feet before I made the decision to rise.

Shadowborn magic, I realized. The magic of minds and compul-

sion, illusion and shadow
When little human children in a country half a world away told

scary stories at night, the vampires of the House of Shadow were the

monsters that came to them in their nightmares. Sure, the Nightborn
were intimidating, with the wings and the swords and all that bat-

tle prowess. The Bloodborn were frightening the way rabid wolves

were, vicious and unpredictable.

But the Shadowborn were like ghosts. They manipulated reality
itself. They drank up the darkness like wine and relished the notes

of fear within it.
The woman circled me slowly. I swayed. My mind had obeyed

her command, but my body wasn t actually capable of standing right
now. The floor felt like it was tilting.

Talkyour way out o/ t/tid, t%iacbe, I told myself. But words, for maybe

the first time in my life, felt so far away. And I couldnt find any be-

fore she stopped in front of me, surveying me feet to head, and gave

me a cruel, unimpressed smile.

That was what did it. The smile.

The realization barreled into me. Who she was. Why she looked

so familiar.
My eyes widened.
A little ripple of pleasure passed between us as she chuckled.
"So this is the one who killed my brother." Her smile soured, melt-

ing into a snarl. "What an embarrassment. A prince of the House of
Shadow, murdered by some little bitch he Turned. He never could

control his own impulses. That's what happens whenyou spendyour
whole life getting everythingyou want, I suppose."

She did look so much like . . . blm.
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t2 CARISSA BROADBENT

The House of Shadow had a princess, too. A second heir, sister to the

man I'd killed. But this knowledge flew by, lost beneath her assault

on my mind. I barely heard her response.
"She'll die soon anyw,a)r. Befbre she does, I want to see how she

did it."
She tore through my memories of that partlr-1|r" coup, when

Raihn had been kidnapped and Orava disappeared. Pushed past the

images of the Bloodborn guards dragging me away and locking me

up, a gift fbr the Shadowborn prince's favor.

And then she stopped-right there, right at the moment it hap-

pened.

I bttr) the ltrirzce ttqait.rt the n,o11. Oraytt rutt..r lrehinr) nte. HLr bont),, t,ere on

nty tlsrttttt. I t,a,1 ,to, ,1o anqry.

Thi.' ntttrt hil taken eterythin-tl from nt(. He hri Turtrc) nte into tt bea,rt

un().rarur'nlJ of ercrythiry l'i) )erotet) nty e nti.re li.fe to. He s,tu the reo,ton J /tot)

lott rtty rnnqic. He ral t/te rert,rort nty gil h,t) oltrutione) m.a.

I thou.qht ahout nothinq but that hatre? a,, I .qral'bd the ts,oil Oraya har)

.qt?etl tlte,

A.r I r)rorc thttt b/a.r)e th"aiqbt throuqh hil chett ttil ke pt.qoLt.q, ttnc).qoitt.q, onr)

qoinq, ttntil I coulln't pttth anvnTore -utt.ti./ t/ae prt'nrel perfect.frtce $,entrLrk-
Egrette stopped. Her magic clung to that image-her brother in

his moment of death.

She smiled.
"Poor, poor nlalach. How ver-r, sad."

But I could feel her emotions through the thread that connected
us, too. She wasn't sad at all.

She released me, and I f'ell to the ground in a gasping heap.
"No use in lying," she said. "Besides, killing him was the most

useful thing vou'll ever do. Not a lot of time left to top it anyway."
I tried to roll over, tried to push myself to mv hands and knees.

But a delicatel-v slippered foot emerged from beneath the princess's

skirts, pushing me back to the stone, pointed toe burying into the

rrrorst ol my wou nds.

"Egrette," the man warned.
"Oh, pssh. The extra blood will add to the eff'ect. NIy father will

enjov the suffering of a spv."

THE SONGBIRI

spv?
"I'm not a-"
"Spare me. I just came to

hand it over."
"Gift?"

The word was slurred an<

cobblestones. Egrette watche
nose.

I lifted my gaze past her, t,

lantern.
I could envision so perfe<

gulfed by flames. Vampires br

mans melted, but vampires rsr

peeling and withering to whir
Mere months ago, I could
But instead, I just hear-ed

her foot.
"I've seen what I need to,'

fluttered closed. I curled up
Death lingered in the shadoo

And still, my god u'as siler
But why should I expect a

different?

I was not a chosen one anJ.

The candle remained cold-

S-rrscH,q usED To scare ,,le
little girl.

-Thew're evil beasts," she o-

alir-e, and thev resent humans
[mo*- x'hat the;, like to ear rh(

Someti-mes, if I s-as treelir,g

I'd gi-sgle. Ear.,! Belly bulttn,! I
liked to be right.
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